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Our family like branches on a tree  
will grow in different directions,  
yet our roots remain the same 



Introduction  
My husband, Peter Austin, and I saw first-hand the region where our Austin 
ancestors came from during our visit to England in 2017.  This gave us an 
appreciation of the environment the Austin family originated from and the 
courage it must have taken to leave their familiar surroundings to move to 
Australia, which was vastly different from anything they had known in England.   

My interest in the Austin family history was sparked by a book, Convict By 
Choice, by Marjorie J Butler.  Two cousins, James Austin and John Earl from 
Somerset in south-west England, were transported as convicts to Hobart in 
1803.  After serving their sentences they assisted many of their relatives to 
migrate to Australia.  Two of James's nephews, James and Thomas, became 
very successful businessmen, building pastoral empires in Victoria and the 
Riverina.  Notably Thomas was blamed for importing rabbits to Australia.  They 
were just some of the many Austins who migrated from England in the 1800s 
seeking a better life in Australia.  

In the course of researching our branch of the Austin family tree, I discovered 
that our surname was spelt "Austen" originally and became "Austin" after John, 
our "patriarch" arrived here in 1839.  This name change is not surprising as 
John and many like him were illiterate, handwritten official records were often 
illegible, and both Austen and Austin were common spelling.   

I also discovered how extensive the Austen/Austin name is when I found Brian 
Austen's website (www.Austinfamilies.weebly.com).  When I contacted Brian 
he couldn't identify our John Austen precisely or his descendants, among the 
many Edwards, Johns and Elizabeths listed in his extensive database.  
However, he found the connection between our John and his second mother-
in-law, Mary Stokes.  She was Mary Austen before she married Henry Stokes 
from Lympne.  Hence, it is possible John and his second wife, Mary (named 
the same as her mother), were closely related.  While some of Brian's records 
go back to the 1500s, I have not gone further back than John in the late 1700s.  
Without an exact birthdate for him and sorting through the many Edward and 
Elizabeth Austens, it is very difficult to trace the family line further.  This will be 
an exercise for another day or another researcher. 

Readers may note there are some aspects in this story which are different to 
other versions of the Austin family history, such as the trees that have been 
constructed and copied in Ancestry.com.  Without citations for primary 



information sources, it is difficult to check the accuracy of these other versions 
of our story.  I have endeavoured throughout my work to cite my information 
sources and I believe this document is a valid history of the family.  Where 
there is still some doubt or conflicting information, I have put them aside for 
further research.  I would welcome contact with readers who may be able to 
provide more details, particularly in relation to what became of John Austin's 
second wife, Mary, and his four daughters.   

Finally, I would like to thank Keith and Wilma Austin for sharing their records 
and knowledge on the family history, along with many of the photos in this 
book.  Their information provided the critical starting point for this research.  I 
would also like to thank my friends at the Heraldry and Genealogy Society of 
Canberra for sharing their wide knowledge of genealogical and historical data 
sources, and being so helpful along the way. 



Chapter 1 
The journey to Australia — John Austin 

John Austin, with his second wife and eight children, arrived in Sydney on  
20 June 1839 as steerage passengers on the Honduras.1,2  Their ship left 
London on 1 February 1839 and then waited almost three weeks in the Downs 
off the south-east coast of England until 19 February for the wild winds to 
abate before heading into the English Chanel bound for Sydney.  With a brief 
stop of two days in Santiago, the ship arrived in Sydney four months later.3 

The Honduras was described as a 392 ton barque — a sailing ship with three 
masts and square sails on all the masts except the aft.  She made regular trips 
to Australia, carrying passengers and cargo.4  On this trip she carried 11 cabin 
passengers and 25 steerage passengers, materials for the Australian Gas 
Company, gun powder and 300 hogsheads of porter (barrels of beer) and 
general merchandise.5  Captain Weller was the ship's commander and the 
surgeon was Mr Henry Lewis, a nephew of Lady Franklin whose husband was 
the Governor of Tasmania.  

The Australian Agricultural Company (AACo) sponsored John with his wife, 
four sons and four daughters to come to Australia so when they arrived John 
was employed by the company as a shepherd.6 

The AACo was established in 1824 as a land development company with the 
assistance of the British Parliament’s Crown Grant of one million acres in the 
Port Stephens area of NSW. The company's initial objective was to improve the 
colony's flock of merino sheep to export wool to England, along with coal 
mining and exports.  By 1834 the pastoral operations shifted north to the Peel 
River near Tamworth where there was better land for raising sheep. 

The assignment of convicts to employers had stopped in 1838, causing labour 
shortages and so AACo and the Peel River Mineral Company decided to bring 
their own shepherds and miners to Australia from England to work on the 
pastoral estates and colliery at Newcastle. In total, between 1825 and 1862, 
they brought over 700 men to NSW to work. By 1850, despite droughts, 
depressions and some heavy stock losses, the AACo had expanded with 
114,118 sheep, 8,306 cattle; and 1,436 horses.7 
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Where did John come from? 

When John arrived in Australia the AACo's records show his name was spelt 
"Austen" and he was aged 42.8  However, when he died on 19 June 1869 the 
informant, his eldest son John junior, gave his father's name as "Austin" and 
his age as 80.9  As the ages and dates don't tally we cannot pinpoint when and 
where he was born — we can only guess he was born somewhere between 
1789 and 1797.  John was illiterate, indicated by the mark next to his name on 
his second marriage registration and in those times birthdays were not 
celebrated as they are today, so he may not have known when his birthday 
was or how his name was spelt.   

However, there are other clues on John's death certificate that have helped 
narrow the search for is origins.  The strongest clue is the unusual names of 
two of his daughters, Julia and Sophia, who were from West Hythe and 
baptised in Burmarsh Parish in Kent, along with five of their siblings.  The 
youngest child, Thomas James, was baptised in nearby Lympne. 

John's father was Edward, which was recorded on both his death certificate 
and the record of his marriage to Mary, his second wife. 

As John's children were from West Hythe in Burmarsh Parish and Lympne in 
Kent it is likely he was born around there too.   

The parish records from Kent show two possibilities:  

 1. John Austen christened on 15 August 1795 at Lympne10, and  
 2. John Austen christened on 21 February 1796 at West Hythe.11  

In both cases the parents were Edward and Elizabeth Austen.   

Lympne is very small village overlooking the Romney Marsh with a castle and 
church on private land, while West Hythe is a hamlet with a few houses just 
two miles away down the hill and there has not been a functioning church there 
since the 1600s.  It may be that the child was baptised twice or the responsible 
clergyman could have made an error by recording the christening of John 
Austen twice.  As there were hundreds of Austins and Austens in the Parish of 
Kent, we may never know for sure. 
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On John's death certificate his father, Edward, was a “looker over sheep” which 
shepherds were called then.  Earlier in 1839 when John married Mary, he and 
his father were graziers.   

This fits as the Romney Marsh area was known for its sheep and wool industry 
with the sheep being particularly resilient to the wet conditions and sheep 
grazing continues there today. It was also well known for smuggling due its 
quiet coastal location on the English Chanel. 

John appears to have married his first wife, Catherine Dean, on 9 September 
1822 at Appledore, on the northern edge of the Romney Marsh, 14 miles north 
west of Burmarsh.12  The first of their eight children, John junior, was baptised 
just nine months later  at Burmarsh.   

Sadly, Catherine died at West Hythe on 8 August 1837, just three days after 
her youngest child, Thomas James, was baptised at nearby Lympne.  She may 
have died giving birth but as we only have a baptism date and not an actual 
birthdate we cannot be sure. She was aged just 41, leaving John to take care 
of a very young family of eight children.13 

Just sixteen months after Catherine's death John married Mary Stokes on  
24 January 1839 at Hythe, Kent.  John was a widower and grazier then and 
both he and Mary were from West Hythe.  Mary's father, Henry Stokes, was a 
baker from Lympne.14  Mary was born in 1823 at Lympne and was only 16 
when she married, which was about the same age as John's eldest children.15  

Mary and John were either cousins (or maybe uncle and niece) as her mother 
is believed to have been Mary Austen senior, born in 1893 at Lympne to 
Edward and Mary Austen, and married to Henry Stokes at Lympne in 1811.16 
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Nine days after their marriage John with his new wife, Mary, and his eight 
children sailed for Australia, but only John was named in the shipping records.   

John’s youngest child, James, was only two or three years old when they 
arrived.  

Passenger record of the arrival of John Austin and his family in Port Jackson 
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As John came as an employee of the AACo, it is likely he would have had to 
work for the company for a time on their sheep properties near Tamworth.  
However, he may not have stayed there very long or for the seven years that 
was regularly required in sponsored arrangements.  

The AACo had been adversely affected by the drought of the late 1830s and 
then floods in 1840. This, coupled with depressed economic conditions in the 
colony and pressure to reduce expenses, resulted in fewer shepherds being 
employed.  The depression had caused a substantial fall in wages, the sheep 
stations were very isolated and it was lonely work, particularly compared to the 
countryside at Romney Marsh, which John was accustomed to.  However, for 
people like John, there were many other opportunities as land opened up and 
the gold rush began in 1850s.   

John was farming when he died on 19 June 1869 at Mandurama Creek near 
Carcoar in central western slopes of New South Wales.  His eldest son, John 
junior, the informant, was aged 45 at the time and listed his siblings as 
Elizabeth, Edward, William, Catherine, Julia, Sophia and James.  
Unfortunately, he only gave the age of Elizabeth which was the same age has 
himself — 45.  

Mysteriously, John junior reported that John senior was married in England but 
his wife’s name was unknown.  This seems strange as John junior was born in 
1823 and aged 14 when his mother Catherine died and 16 when his father 
married Mary and came to Australia.  At that age why did he not know or give 
such important details.  

The Kent Parish Archives and NSW Birth, Deaths and Marriage records hold 
the keys to researching John's children. 

John and Catherine's children 

1. John baptised on 29 June 1923, died in 1906 at Carcoar and married 
Margaret Winterbottom17 

2. Elizabeth baptised on 5 September 182418 

3. Edward baptised on 9 April 1826, died 1875 at Cumnock, married Mary 
Mahoney19 
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4. William baptised on 25 December 182720 (see note at the end of Chapter) 

5. Catherine baptised 28 February 1830, died 1900, married William Gibbs21 

6. Julia, baptised on 5 February 1832, died 1912 at Waverley, married (a) 
Thomas Rouse and (b) William Charlton22 

7. Sophia, baptised 29 September 1833, married John Bremner 1861, 
Maitland23 

8. Thomas James, baptised 5 August 1837 at Lympne, Kent, died November 
1923 at Blathery Creek, Wellington, married Jane (Jean Ferguson)24. 

The hamlet of West Hythe, where the family came from, is in a flat and 
relatively remote part of the southern coast of Kent, and in the northern part of 
the Romney Marsh in England.  There have been many Austens and Austins in 
the district at least back to 1755 according to the available parish records. It 
appears that John may have had several siblings or cousins in the district as 
there were other children baptised at Burmarsh who were around the age of 
John's children, with fathers called William and Edward.  However, it has not 
been possible yet to unravel all the relationships from the available records and 
the repetition of names.  One of the Austen gravestones in the Burmarsh 
church yard carries the inscription:   

John AUSTEN of parish of Eastbridge died 17 July 1814 aged 53. Left 
issue by Mary his wife seven children: Sarah, Mary, William, Lydia, 
Rachel, Edward and Margaret. John buried near aged 15 months. Mary 
his wife died 1 January 1848 aged 84.25 

There was also an Edward Austen buried at Hythe on 10 April 1843, aged 87.26  
Could this have been our John's father?  This is another research project to 
follow up. 

John is buried in Carcoar Cemetery or St Pauls Church of England Churchyard 
in an unmarked grave.  His eldest son, John, who died on 8 August 1906 aged 
83, and his wife Margaret are also buried there.27  

It is not known what became of Mary Austin (nee Stokes) after she arrived in 
Australia. 
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Note:  William, the fourth child, should not be confused with another William 
Austin, who was also born in Kent around 1926.  He died in Cowra in 1906 
and, according to the Cowra Courthouse records, his father was a wheelwright 
and his mother was Mary Ann Master.   

Transcript of the death of John Austin, 1869 

�7



South east England, where the Austins originated 

�8



�9



Scenes from Lympne 
and West Hythe 
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Chapter 2 
Edward Austin — Wellington NSW 
Edward, known as Ted, was 13 when he arrived with his family in Sydney on 
the Honduras in 1839.  It appears that Edward and his youngest brother, 
Thomas James also known as James or Jim, made their way to the Wellington 
district in central NSW when they were young.28 

The Wellington district was first explored by John Oxley in 1817.  As squatters 
started spread further west, an agricultural station was established there 
between 1823 and 1831 with convicts who were considered educated.  
Subsequently, the station became the first inland mission to teach Christianity 
to the local Aboriginal people and functioned until 1844.  Today, only the 
remnants can be seen on the southern edge of Wellington on the Mitchell 
Highway. 

The original village, Montefiores, was located on the northern side of the 
Macquarie River with a punt used for crossing the river.  Wellington grew from 
this village and was gazetted as a town in 1846.  As well as being prime 
agricultural land, mining for alluvial gold in the 1850s helped boost the 
population and growth.29   

Edward was remembered as a stockman and good horseman, along with his 
younger brother James (Jim) working on the Neurea run (also spelt Newrea 
and Nuria), owned by McPhillamys.  In the early 1900s The Wellington Times 
published some articles, one of which written by James Austin, describing 
Neurea and life there in the 1850-60s.  James describes how the squatters' 
runs had no fences allowing the stock roamed far and wide.  The stockmen 
from all the neighbouring stations would be sent to a muster to bring in the 
stock for drafting, branding and sale.  These musters would last up to three 
weeks with the men camping out for the duration.30 

On 4 May 1850, when Edward was 24, he married Mary Ann Mahoney at 
Nuria.31  Neurea, as it is now known, is 16 kilometres south of Wellington on 
the now Mitchell Highway. 

Mary's birth does not appear to have been registered.  However, family notes 
say that she was born in 1835 in Bathurst and her father, Michael Mahoney, 
was born at Bantry Cork in Ireland in 1800.  Michael appeared, charged with 
sedition, at the spring 1819 session of the Assizes at Cork with seven others, 
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and was sentenced to be transported to NSW for seven years.  He arrived on 
22 January 1820 on the Prince Regent.  This was the ship’s maiden voyage 
and she carried 160 male convicts.  Michael could read and write, and he was 
single and Catholic.  He is listed in the 1828 Census as a free, single shepherd 
of John Street, Bathurst.32 

In 1865 Edward was the licencee for the White Horse Hotel at Black Rock, 
which was about four kilometres north of Neurea on the Bell River. Licensing of 
hotels began in 1862, so he appears to be one of the first licencees and he 
only had the licence for one year.33  

However it was an eventful year — on 10 April the bushrangers, Ben Hall, 
Johnny Gilbert and John Dunn, rampaged through the district, holding up the 
hotel at Neurea before moving to Black Rock where they robbed Edward of the 
rent that he was due to pay his landlord, Mr Ferguson.  Before leaving the 
gang held up George Gallimore's store stealing a pair of trousers.  Ben Hall 
died shortly afterwards on 5 May 1865 in a shoot-out with the police at 
Goobang Creek near Forbes.34  

In 1872 Edward bought 40 acres of land at Burrawong near Cumnock, but it is 
not clear when the family moved there.35  The family notes suggest Edward 
fathered 12 children and all children were born at Miserable Flat, but not all the 
births were registered.  Miserable Flat was a settlement two miles from Black 
Rock and seven miles from Wellington on the western side of the Bell River.36 
The birth of the sixth child, John, was registered in the Wellington district in 
1859 and he was described as a native of Wellington in his obituary.37  
However, Mary, the eighth child, was born at Burrawong around 1860, but the 
family were back at Black Rock/Neurea in 1865 when Edward had the hotel 
and was held up by Ben Hall.38  George Edward was born at Cumnock in 1872. 

The eldest surviving son, William Edward, was an overseer at Burrawong 
Station "for a very long time"39 and it seems that Thomas, William, James and 
George also worked at Burrawong from 1875.40  (Note that Burrawong Station 
was originally known as the Burrawang run and should not be confused with 
the very large Burrawang Station further west near Forbes, NSW.)  
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Edward died, aged just 50, at Burrawong on 30 January 1875.  While his death 
does not appear to have been officially registered, it was briefly reported in the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the Australian Town and Country Journal.41  (A 
search for his will and probate on his estate has not been done yet.) 

Transcript of marriage of Edward and Mary, 1850 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Burrawong Station, Cumnock 

Extract of an article by Peter Austin,* Cumnock's Woolly Gem, The Land,  
25 August 2013.  (It is not know if this Peter Austin is a descendant of John 
Austin.) 

Today Burrawong Station is now known as "Geneffe" at Cumnock, in central 
western NSW.  The history of the property goes back to 1837, when Simeon 
Lord acquired a licence for 58,000 acres (23,200ha) of land in the Wellington 
district, including what became known as the Burrawang Run at Cumnock. 

Transported to NSW in 1791 for stealing muslin and calico from a hawker’s 
dray in Leeds, Simeon Lord emerged from his seven-year sentence 
determined to put the past behind him.  

He lost no time erecting a warehouse and was soon building his fortune from 
trade, first in rum – the colony’s illicit currency – and later sealskins and 
sandalwood, garnered by his own ships.  

Upon his death in 1840, control of the Burrawang run – by then, called 
“Burrawong”, and comprising about 40,000 acres (16,000ha) – passed to his 
second son, Francis.  

The historic woolshed that still stands on the property was erected in the 
mid-1880s.  Francis Lord ordered the construction of the shearing shed, built 
from hand-adzed slabs of sheoak timber hauled from the Bell River, and 
massive ironbark posts.  Unlike most colonial buildings of slab construction, the 
slabs were laid horizontally rather than vertically, and screws were used for all 
the fastenings instead of nails.  
  
Built originally for 20 blade stands – 10 each side of a central penning-up 
section – the shed at the time of construction was handling annual shearings of 
15,000 to 20,000 sheep.  It was equipped with steam power in the early 1900s 
and later diesel, by which time the shed’s interior had been reconfigured to a 
board of five machine stands.  

Francis Lord by the time of the shed’s construction lived in Sydney, where he 
sat on the Legislative Council, leaving “Burrawong” in the management of 
James Keay.  

�14



The 1880s saw the property severely ravaged by drought, and by 1887 Lord 
had had enough. He sold “Burrawong” – by then a holding of 32,000 acres 
(12,800ha) – in subdivision.  

Nearly half of it, including the buildings, and the “Burrawong” name, was 
bought by another colourful Sydney-ite: the architect, builder and onetime Lord 
Mayor, John Young (after whom Sir John Young Crescent in Woolloomooloo is 
named).  

Young entrusted the management of “Burrawong” to his son Harry, who built 
the holding back up to more than 30,000 acres before handing over in about 
1890 to his brother Frederick.  

It was Frederick Young who established the huge orchard (nearly 400ha at its 
height) and cannery operation on “Burrawong” which endured for half a 
century.  

Among the many improvements established by John Young was a manager’s 
residence, built in 1888, which survives today as the “Geneffe” homestead.  

Resumptions of land for soldier settlement greatly reduced the area of 
“Burrawong” after the First World War. 

***************** 

�15



It appears that Mary Ann Mahoney was the mother of the first ten of Edward's 
eleven or twelve children born between 1852 and 1866.  Benjamin (1852), 
Edward (1854) and James (1857) were registered with the mother recorded as 
"Mary A" Austin.  While John (1859), William (1860) and Ellen (1866) had 
simply "Mary" recorded as their mother.  The births of William (1852), 
Catherine (1856)  and Mary (1860-62) were not registered so we must rely on 
the family notes and other sources.   

George Edward, our direct ancestor, was born in 1872, six years after the first 
ten children.  His birth was not registered but his death certificate shows his 
mother as Mary Scott.  Unfortunately, we have not found any record of  
Mary Ann's death, nor any marriage between Edward and Mary Scott.42 

Edward's children 

1. William, born 1852, died 1853* 

2. Benjamin A, born 1852, (NSW BDM 530/1852 V1852530 56)** 

3. Edward William, born 1854 (NSW BDM 1236/1854), died 8 September 
1911, married Ellen Clayton in 1877 and had 10 children** 

4. Catherine, born 8 January 1856, married James Lawson in 1885 (NSW 
BDM 5818/1885)* 

5. James, born 18 May 1857, Wellington (NSW BDM 11743/1857)** 

6. John, born 20 December 1859, Wellington (NSW BDM 13474/1859), died 
11 June 1941 Molong, married Mary Burton 43*** 

7. William, born 30 September 1860, Wellington (NSW BDM 13268/1860), 
died 14 July 1939, married May McDonald in 1855, eight children*** 

8. Mary, born 1860-62 at Burrawong, married Tom Hogan* 

9. Thomas, born 1864, unmarried, died May 194644* 

10. Ellen, born 14 June 1866 (NSW BDM 16113/1866)*** 
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11. George Edward, born 21 December 1872, died 19 April 1941, married 
Annie Fairclough, 14 children* 

12. Ann.* 

* Birth unregistered, sourced from family notes, further research required 
 from death certificates and other sources 
** Birth registered at Wellington, mother Mary A 
*** Birth registered at Wellington, mother Mary.  

When George died in 1941 his obituary stated that he was survived by two 
brothers — "Mr J Austin of Molong and Mr Thos. Austin of Cumnock".45  John 
died in June 1941 aged 8246 and Thomas died in 1946, aged 82 meaning he 
was born in 1864.  

(Note - there was another Thomas Austin who was born 1879 (NSW BDM 
25441/1879) to Mary Austin but with no father recorded.  Our Edward could not 
have fathered this Thomas as he died in 1875.)  

Thomas James Austin — Edward's youngest brother 

Edward's youngest brother, Thomas James (known as James or Jim), went 
with him to the Wellington district, where he worked as a stockman for DA 
Ferguson* and married Jean Ferguson at Montefiores in 1858.  They spent the 
first two years of their married life at Neurea before going to Warren for work.  
In 1863 they took up about 200 acres at Blathery Creek, where James was a 
successful farmer.  He retired to Wellington where he died in 1923, aged 
approximately 86 (note his obituary says 92 years, which cannot be correct 
based on his baptism in 1837).  

In February 1904, the Wellington Times published two articles drawing on the 
memories of James and another contemporary describing the life of stockmen 
in the Wellington district in the mid 1800s.  The text of these articles has been 
reproduced on the following pages.   

James and Jean are buried in Wellington Cemetery.  They had six sons and six 
daughters.47  In his book, Baker's Swamp Neurea & Blathery Creek,  
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HM James includes photos of James and Jean (of a poor quality) and details of 
Jame's and Jean's many descendants in that area. 

* David Alexander Ferguson was born at Nuria near Wellington in 1844 
to innkeepers Alexander Ferguson and Elizabeth Inglis. He was educated at 
Bathurst and Redfern, and became a pastoralist, first managing his father's 
properties and then inheriting them in 1869. Ferguson was a Wellington 
alderman from 1879, and served as mayor in 1881. In 1882 he was elected to 
the NSW Legislative Assembly as the member for Wellington. A Protectionist, 
he served until his death in 1891. (Source: Wikipedia: Former Members, 
Parliament of New South Wales.) 
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Old Times in Wellington — by New Chum 

No person, perhaps, in the Wellington district has a happier knack of relating 
little anecdotes of old times in Wellington than Mr. James Austin of Blathery 
Creek. Mr. Austin is one of the "old school," and his advent to these parts dates 
back over 50 years.  At about that time he was in the employ of the late John 
McPhillamy – the old Bathurst McPhillamy – who then owned Neurea station.  
Mr. Austin's memory serves him so well that every little incident of those 
bygone days recurs to his mind as clearly as though it had happened but a 
week ago.  "We had no fences then," says Mr. Austin, "it was simply a matter of 
turning loose your stock and depending upon the judgement, discretion, or 
bushcraft of your stockmen to get your own back when the time came to 
muster.  Neurea meant anything from the present Neurea to anywhere around 
Goonoo or Yeoval. I was usually deputed by the late Mr. McPhillamy to attend 
"muster" at Goonoo – then the property of Mr. N. Hyeronimus, who usually 
attended in person.  And that reminds me.  You talk about your pneumatic tyres 
and such like being something new!  Why, I've seen the late Mr. Hyeronimus 
unfold at camp time one of the neatest little air-beds that could wish to see.  On 
its first introduction to us we wondered what the parcel was, but the late owner 
of Goonoo soon set our minds at rest on this score.  He produced from his 
saddle-bags a pair of small bellows and inflated his bed same was you would a 
bicycle tyre.  This comfortable little bunk would be placed on to a convenient 
stretcher, and Mr H's camp was ready.  The old gentleman, however, did not let 
us go to sleep so quickly.  If anything, he was exceptionally good at "firesiders", 
and only after hearing a determined snore from those all round him would he 
think of going to sleep.  Many a happy hour was spent in this way, and why 
bless you, you never hear such "firesiders" nowadays.  And, by the way, we 
could all ride in those  days – not much ceremony about us then.  Many and 
many a time have I seen the girls from round about attending those musters 
straddle-legged on horseback.  On the pommel of the saddle they fastened 
what were called "kids" – a few straight sticks wrapped up in a bag which 
reached over their knees and made them fairly safe – and I can tell you they 
weren't frightened of the biggest outlaws we could yard.   

"I well remember, too, the day Mr. Hyeronimus was chosen as the first member 
for Wellington. Any of the old hands will well remember the muster of young 
folk when anything was on.  There were amongst us then such stockmen as 
Jack Corrigan, J. Dutton, Con Slattery, J. Firth (a tailor by trade, who often 
made our pants at Black  Rock), J. Arnell, J. Shepherd, J. Callaghan, W. 
Quain, my brother Ted and myself, and any of us could ride a young 'un or turn 
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a beast with the best of them.  Martin Kane then kept the Black Rock Hotel, 
and things used to be lively enough there at times.  But everybody knew 
everybody then, and we were like one big family.  The families of those I 
mention are pretty well all about here yet.  But two, I think, of the old 
aboriginals are left, J. Dutton, now of Blathery Creek, and myself." 
"One of the happiest of the lot of us was Jack Corrigan (Ned Corrigan's father), 
and I fancy I can hear his old song ringing in my ears yet.  If there was one 
song above another that Jack used to give us plenty of it was "There's a hole in 
my heart you could roll a turnip in." 

"We didn't hear much of trespass in those days.  Bill Quain's father kept and 
fattened 300 head of cattle on 30 acres of his own land just across the 
Macquarie, and – with a smile – as much more crown land as he liked to run 
them on.  I also well remember J. Macnamara selling 1000 head of cattle J. 
Callaghan of "Apsely." Mac had no area of his own; he, like the rest of us, 
grazed them out, and bred up on crown lands – land was to be had for the 
asking then.  Any one of us who had a head or two simply turned them out, to 
see them no more perhaps till muster, and Goonoo was generally chosen as 
the muster spot. 

Wellington Times, Monday 1 February 1904, page 2 
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Old Times in Wellington (continued) 

Seeing in one your late "Times" an old times yarn by my old acquaintance, Mr. 
James Austin, brings to mind a Newrea muster I was at over 50 years ago. 
Word came to Gobolion that they were going to muster for a small draft of fats 
to be taken to Mr. McPhillamy's at German Hill, near Bathurst, as well as to cut 
and brand.  It was usual in those days to send word to owners of cattle to 
attend and get their straggling cattle, and as a great manhy people about in 
those days had from 10 head up to in some instances 500 head, and not an 
inch of land of their own to run them on, you can form an idea how they were 
on every run about.  Well, myself and Dicky Woods were sent from Gobolion to 
look after the BOYD cattle, owned by Mr. Benjamin Boyd. Dicky Woods, a 
grand stockwhip maker, was the stockman at Gobilion.  He took the place 
formerly held by one called "Kangaroo Jack." 

There was no habitation at Newrea then but a hut and stockyard, the stockyard 
being a considerable distance from the hut on the rising ground to the west of 
the hut.  There were a number of old neighbours at that gathering that have 
since "gone to that bourne from which no traveller returns." There was Mr. 
McPhillamy, the owner of the place, Martin Kean, Ben Holland, W. Tollis, 
Tommy Sullivan, "Billy the boy from Goonoo," riding his black horse called "Bird 
catcher", Paddy Reidy on "Black Jack," Con Mack, Jim Fiirth, John Corrigan, 
Jim Arneil, Harry Rice, Pat Fizgerald, Tommy Casbell, James and Teddy Austin 
and many others.  Ben Holland acted as cook and hut-keeper.  I saw him make 
a damper of about 100lbs flour which lasted about thirty of us two days.  The 
cake was made on a sheet of bark, and he was burning wood there two days 
to make hot ashes to bake it in.  The whole time he was turning a doggerel of 
his composition.  It ran thus: 

Oh, Mary Marlow, you are my darling, 
You are my looking-glass from night till morning; 
I'd rather have you without one farthing 
Than Betsy Still with her house and garden, 

Corrigan's ditty, as I heard him hum it, was as follows: 
There is a hole in my heart you could rolll a head of cabbage in 
A hole in my heart you could roll a turnip in 
There is a hole in my heart you could roll a head of cabbage in 
Since Molly has left me all alone for to die. 
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As Mr. Austin said a short time ago the Newrea run meant anything from the 
present Newrea to Jantry Jowler (now known as the Catombal mountains). 
Jantry Jowler meant rough.  Some of the wildest cattle in those parts were then 
in those mountains.  That muster lasted about three weeks, and during that 
time I saw some of the most exciting scenes it has been my lot to witness 
before or since.  The expert riders used to go out daily collecting the herd, and 
your humble servant was put along with the old men who couldn't ride very 
well, to mind the catte on Neurea first (there were grass and clover there then 
a foot high) as they were collected day after day, until at last the yards would 
not comfortably hold any more.  Then the drafting commenced and the sport 
began.  Some of the men in attendance were experts in knocking cattle down 
with a stick (always used) about six feet long, with a nob on the end of it, called 
a drafting stick.  The big yard was filled, and out of this the race filled, and the 
whole station herd was drafted into one big yard, and the strangers into 
another.  If there was a very wild beast – and there were numbers of them in 
those days – he would have to run the gauntlet up and down this race three or 
four times, and in the length of the race there were three or four gates.  Behind 
the gate posts stood these drafting stick experts, and as the beast passed he 
would receive a well delivered blow behind the ear.  In this way I have seen, at 
one muster, 16 head of wild bulls principally dispatched.  Some of these beasts 
were exceptionally fine animals, and many of them with a cod of fat as big as a 
2-gallon keg. 

Wellington Times, 18 February 1904, page 4 
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Chapter 3 
George Austin & Annie Fairclough — Cumnock 
George Edward Austin, the second youngest of Edward's twelve children, was 
born in Cumnock NSW on 21 December 1872 and lived there most of his life.48 
George was just over two years old when his father, Edward, died on  
30 January 1875 so he would not have known his father.  

George may have worked on Burrawong with his brothers but we know little of 
George's life before he married Annie Fairclough.  They married at her parents’ 
home at Bridgewater, near Molong NSW, on 2 March 1898.49  George's death 
certificate states he was 22 when he married but he would have been 26, as 
discussed later in this chapter.50 

Annie’s father, Fred Fairclough, was born in Liverpool England on 12 June 
1838 and he joined the British Navy attached to HMS Apollo when he was 18.  
He served right through the Crimean War without injury and took part in the 
siege of Sevastopol for which he received a sliver clasp in addition to the 
Crimean Medal. After the war he came to Australia but before settling here he 
made "several trips across the Atlantic".  He married Janet McKewan at Hill 
End in 1872 and they went to Molong in 1877 and where Fred worked as 
maintenance man on the roads. He and Janet had nine children.51  Annie, the 
eldest, was born on 23 March 1875.  Fred died in June 1903 and is buried in 
the Molong cemetery. 

As a young man, in 1889 George was called as witness, with his brother 
Thomas, to a rape case.  It appears he was then living in a hut with Thomas in 
Cumnock.52  Ten years later, in 1899 George was working as a shop assistant 
for Mr Black in Cumnock, living on the shop premises.  While there, the shop 
was burgled one night and George was a witness in the court case.53  He must 
have left Cumnock after this as the next report of him in the local newspaper 
was on his return to Cumnock to manage the Beehive Store for Mr A Bruton in 
August 1906.54 

George later succeeded his father-in-law, Fred, working to maintain the roads 
around Cumnock.  George was described as a “man of sterling character and 
most highly respected” in his obituary published in the Molong Express when 
he died in April 1941, aged 69.55  
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Annie, who was born at Larras Lee north of Molong, went to Cumnock when 
she married George and remained there as highly respected citizen until she 
died February 1947, aged 72.56 George and Annie had fourteen children.57  

George and Annie's children 

1. Leslie Charles, born 5 June 1894, died 1964 

2. Olive Eileen, born 11 July 1898 

3. Harold George, born 29 March 1900 

4. William Frederick, born 1 January 1902 

5. Edward Roy, born 5 July 1903 

6. Lillian Janet, born 20 April 1905 

7. Doris May, born 4 May 1907 

8. Annie Isobel, born 2 July 1909 

9. Norman Claude, born 18 August, 1910 

10. Kenneth Arthur, born 1913 

11. Myee Doreen, born 1 September 1915 

12. Bessie, born 13 December 1917 

13. Marjory, born 13 December 1917 

14. Keith Thomas, born 1 February 1920. 

George and Annie's eldest son, Leslie Charles, was born four years before his 
parents married in 1898.  Annie was 19, so she would have been born in 1875 
and 23 when she married George.  Calculating from George's death certificate 
and obituary, George was born in 1872 and 26 when he married — not 22 as 
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his death certificate states (George and Annie's marriage certificate may 
confirm this but it has not been sourced.)   

Given the wide gap between Leslie's birth, the date of George and Annie's 
marriage and birth of their next child, a reader might question if George was 
Leslie's biological father.  However, the photos of George and Leslie show a 
strong resemblance to each other. 

George Austin 1872 - 1941 & 
Annie Austin nee Fairclough 1875 - 1947 
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Death of Mr. Fred Fairclough – A Crimean Veteran 

Another old resident of Molong district has been laid to rest in the local 
Cemetery – Mr. Frederick Fairclough, of Bridgewater.  The deceased, who was 
65 years of age, had been ailing for some time from some internal trouble and 
about three weeks ago was admitted to the Hospital in a critical condition.  An 
operation was decided as a last resource, although his medical attendant held 
out little hope of his ultimate recovery.  Mr. Fairclough gradually sank and 
passed away at 4 o'clock on Monday afternoon, his family relatives having 
been previously summoned to his bedside.  The late Frederick Fairclough was 
born in Liverpool, England, on 19th June 1838, and at 18 years of age joined 
the British Navy, being attached to H.M.S. Apollo.  He served right through the 
Crimean War without receiving a scratch, and took part in the famous siege of 
Sevastopol, for which he received a silver clasp in addition to the Crimean 
medal.  Only quite recently Mr Fairclough showed us the above mentioned 
clasp and medal (issued on 26th July 1856) which he valued highly, together 
with his discharge papers.  The latter showed that while in the service of his 
country Frederick Fairclough's conduct had been exemplary.  He could tell 
many vivid scenes at Alms, Inkerman, Sevastopol, Balaclava, and other battles 
fought during the Crimean campaign.  After leaving the Navy, at the conclusion 
of the war, Mr. Fairclough came to Australia.  He afterwards made several trips 
across the Atlantic, and then determined to throw his lot in with the Australians.  
In 1872 he was married at Hill End, and 26 years ago came to Molong district.  
He resided at Bridgewater for 14 years, and up until recently held the position 
of maintenance man on the roads, being succeeded by his son-in-law Mr. 
George Austin. Deceased leaves a widow, and of a family of nine, two 
daughters Mrs. George Austin (Cumnock) and Mrs. Peisley (Orange) and one 
son; Mr. Alfred F. Fairclough, survive.  The latter's whereabouts are unknown, 
although when last heard of he was in Queensland.  The funeral took place on 
Tuesday, the Rev. Canon Alldis conducting the burial service. 

Molong Argus, 12 June 1903 
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Chapter 4 
Leslie Austin & Violet Neville — Molong 
Leslie Charles Austin, known as Les, was born on 5 June 1894 at Cumnock, 
NSW.  He was the eldest of George and Annie Austin’s 14 children.  He 
married Violet Jane Neville in Molong on 29 February 1916. 

Violet, the third child of Henry and Elizabeth Neville, was born at Molong in 
1899.58 Her siblings were Pearl, William, Maudie and Ruby. 

Violet’s grandparents, Thomas and Mary Neville, had migrated to Australia 
from Cobham, Kent with their two children, Mary Ann and Thomas, on the 
Hydaspes arriving in Sydney on 17 December 1852.  Thomas was the first 
pound keeper at Molong.  There he bought 430 acres of land next to his 
brother, George, in the area known as The Shades on the Euchareena Road. 
He called it Cobham Farm, after his birthplace in England.  Thomas lived until 
his nineties with his son Henry, who had been born in Australia in 1856, taking  
over the farm.59 

Leslie Charles Austin 1894 - 1964 
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Violet's parents - Henry and Elizabeth Neville 

The Central Butchery Molong - Les, Jack (19) Bill (16) 
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Les and Violet lived in Molong, firstly at Billygoat Hill, near the football oval.  
The seven children were born during this time and Les had the Central 
Butchery in Bank Street.   

Billygoat Hill 2017 

During World War II, Les sold the butchery and moved to Coniston in 
Wollongong but later moved back to Molong which was thought to be safer at 
the time.  They lived in Hill Street for a while, before moving to "Kentwell" next 
to the Methodist church in Bank Street.  Two of the sons, Jack and Bill, worked 
for their uncle, Bill Neville, in his butcher shop before joining up to serve in the 
war.  

Les then became an insurance agent for MLC for 18 years until 1959.   

After Violet's sudden death in 1958, Les married Dorothy Dunn (Dorrie). They 
were married for about five years when Les died of cancer in 1964, aged 69, in 
the Molong hospital.  Les and Violet are buried in the Methodist section of the 
Molong cemetery.  Dorrie died in 1980 aged 81 and is buried with the Dunn 
family in Molong cemetery. 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Kentwell, Bank Street, Molong (2017) 
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Les and Violet's children 

1. Dorothy Merle (Merle) was born 26 February 1917 and married Charles 
Kind.  They lived in Carcoar, where Charles, or Chas as he was known, 
worked as a labourer for the Blayney Shire Council.  They had two children, 
Noel and Marie.  Merle died in 31 July 1991 and is buried with Chas in the 
Carcoar cemetery. 

2. Mervyn Lisle (Lisle) was born 28 August 1918 and married Joyce Barrett in 
1942.  During WWII Lisle enlisted in the Militia or Citizens Military Force in 
1941 (N33169 / 54 Infantry Battalion) to defend the homefront.  Following 
his discharge from the Army in 1944 he worked in a whitegoods factory in 
Orange.  Lisle and Joyce lived at 22 Hill Street in Molong and had three 
children, Margaret, Noel and John.  Lisle died 16 June 1988 and Joyce 
died in 2010.  Both were cremated with plaques placed on the memorial 
wall in the Molong cemetery. 

3. Noel (Jack) was born 4 November 1919 and died 15 February 1942 in the 
fall of Singapore in WWII (Australian Army NX43392) aged just 23.  See his 
obituary on the next page. 

4. William Leslie (Bill) was born 20 May 1922. He married June Barrett (2nd 
cousin  to Lisle's wife, Joyce Barrett).  They lived in Wollongong where Bill 
worked in his butchers shop and later the post office.  They had five 
children - Sandra, twins - Leslie and David, Bonnie and Trudi.  Bill died 28 
January 2003 and June died on 29 September 2014.  Both were cremated 
with a plaque commemorating their lives in the Dapto cemetery. 

5. Roy was born 13 October 1926 and died 3 February 2005 in Forbes. He 
married Norma Bayley and had three children - Patricia, Bruce and Karen.  
They lived in Forbes where Roy had a dry-cleaning business.  

6. Edward George (Ted) was born 14 November 1927 and died on 29 May 
2017 in Rockhampton. He married Kathleen Carol and they had eight 
children - Carol, Michael, Jane, Gregory, Martin, Stephen, Brian and 
Robert.  Ted worked at BHP steelworks until he retired when he and Kath 
moved to Zilzie, near Rockhampton in Queensland where Kath had come 
from.  Ted passed away in July 2017 and Kath on 1 February 2018. 
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7. Douglas Keith (Keith) was born 27 November 1935 and married Wilma 
Peate on 22 September 1956.  Keith worked for the Commonwealth Bank 
for 40 years before retiring to Ballina. They had three children, Peter, Sue 
and Diane. 

Standing:  Keith, Les, Violet, Bill, Lisle, Ted 
Kneeling:  Roy and Merle 
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The Late PTE. Noel Austin Molong Youth Presumed Died 
Singapore 

Mr. and Mrs. L Austin, of Bank Street, Molong, have received official 
notification that their son, Noel (Jack), is reported presumed dead.   
He was reported missing on or about February 15, 1942, at Singapore.  The 
late Pte. Austin was the last of Molong's serviceman unaccounted for.  Mr. 
Austin last heard from him at Christmas, 1941. At that time he was in hospital 
at Johore, but whether he was sick or wounded he never told his parents.  It is 
known that he was in the last rearguard on the causeway leading into 
Singapore.  Beyond that point, all news of the fighting became a mystery.  Jack 
was 23 when reported missing.   

He was born and reared in Molong.  He was a butcher with his father. A 
Molong footballer, he played wing three quarter, and was in the team which 
won the Jack Hore Cup in 1939.  During that season he scored in practically 
every game.  He was a great player. 

Four brothers survive him. They are Stoker Bill Austin, who served in the AIF 
and in HMAS Shropshire; Lyle, who was in the Army as a private; Roy, who 
volunteered for Japan.  There is one sister, Mrs. M. C. Kind, of Carcoar, and an 
infant brother, Keith. 

Molong footballers and residents join with the "Express" in extending their 
sincere sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Austin at their loss. 

Molong Express & Western District Advertiser, 28 June 1946 
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Private Noel (Jack) Austin 
1919-1942 
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Violet and Keith 
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